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  Western consumers are exposed to an average of around 

3000 advertising messages a day.  We are so inured to the ubiquitous reality 

of advertising that we don’t even notice that it is creating our reality,           

manipulating our perception and coercing our behavior.  In that tsunami of 

mis-and-dis-information, we are not in a position to decode each message 

rationally and discover the myth or illusion behind it.  If you are in the least 

patriotic you probably should be concerned that “The Heartbeat of          

America,” is a Chevy truck.  I always thought that the heartbeat of America 

started with the words, “We the People…” or maybe “We hold these Truths 

to be self-evident, that all Men are created equal…”.  And doesn’t it seem a 

bit treasonous to you that in this land there is declared a rival Kingdom 

named “Beer”, whose Monarch is named Bud.  And he wants to make lots 

of money, and he wants you to drink responsibly.  “OK, Pal, which is it?” 
 

 These words and images surround us like water around a fish. If 

some of them are toxic, there’s probably enough water that we won’t notice.  

If you feel a little discomfort, just swim on over to the next channel.  I am 

really grateful that I have a wire in my house that runs to a couple of big 

boxes, that tell me how the world really is, what to believe, what to be afraid 

of, who are the bad guys and who are the good guys, and what are the things 

that I really need to have right now so as to have a perfect life.  Big Brother 

doesn’t have to watch me, because I am watching Him. 

… /// ... 

BERGY’S BABBLE:   “MILLIONAIRE MADNESS” 
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  … /// …  Bergy’s Babble — “Millionaire Madness” 

 Jelly Helm, Professor of advertising and former Sr. VP at the Martin 

Agency speaks:  “Advertising’s goal is to make you want something.  To 

create desire.  That begins by making you unhappy with what you currently 

have, or don’t have…wanting to buy something is a response to the feelings 

of dissatisfaction, envy and craving.  A perpetual state of conflict.  It’s on 

these emotions that a world economy and a dominant philosophy have been 

built, encouraging the act of spending to increase personal happiness, well-

being, and ultimately, one’s identity.” 
  

 Of course, for all that good feelin’,  wheelin’ and dealin’, you need 

the big bucks.  To get the big bucks, David Wilkerson wants you to give 

him money for his devotional book, “The Prayer of Jabez”.  Pastor Angela, 

a colleague, pointed out to me it would more properly be named, “The Mag-

ical Incantation of Jabez.”  Save your dime.  It’s in 1 Chronicles 4:10 for 

free. “Oh that thou wouldst bless me and enlarge my border, and that thy 

hand might be with me, and that thou wouldst keep me from harm so that it 

might not hurt me!”  This is one sentence in the middle of a chapter contain-

ing 138 people names plus dozens of place names.  It’s a Hebrew genealo-

gy, not a Christian prayer.  (It reminds me of the “Christian Trial Lawyer” 

commercial, which quotes the Biblical book of Leviticus.  It’s a great book 

if you like studying law, but it is way pre-Christian.  Quoting Leviticus will 

make you a Christian about as fast as sitting in your garage will make you a 

car.)          

 Jabez’s incantation is a spiritualization of the goals of territorial ac-

quisition like football, or Manifest Destiny or imperialism.  I thought that 

went out with the Louisiana Purchase and Seward’s Folly.   
 

 It’s Millionaire Madness and let’s face it.  We all want to be a mil-

lionaire.  I don’t want to say billionaire, because I don’t want to appear 

greedy.  But I think that I could handle several million dollars and would 

really appreciate the opportunity to give it a try.  You know, just to see if I 

was really a good steward. 

 So early one morning, I found myself in a really long line in the  

Galleria area, waiting to try out for “Who Wants to Be a Millionaire?” 

… /// ... 
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 … /// …  Bergy’s Babble — “Millionaire Madness” 

… /// ... 

I got there at 6:00 AM and was #120 in the line.  #1 in line had been in dia-

logue with the Supreme Monarch of the Beer Kingdom since 11:00 PM the 

night before.  He was looking a little bit beery bleary. 
 

 Number 121 in line was a nice guy named Baytown Tom.  He, at age 

58 was a retired professional pool player. He referees tournaments all over 

North America.  By 8:30, Tom and I were studying the crowd of over twelve 

hundred people very carefully, to see what was going to happen.  We noticed 

at least 40 ABC employees, wandering around with forced nonchalance 

making their picks at this cattle call/casting event. 
 

 First, we had to swear that we or any family members were not in 

anyway affiliated with ABC, Disney Corporation, Time Warner, the actual 

Millionaire Show, Channel 13 or any employees of the above-mentioned de-

ities.  In actual fact there are only three people in Tibet who could honestly 

qualify to be there.  One lady held up her hand and said, “I had a 2nd cousin, 

who worked in a grab joint, sellin’ hot dogs at Wally World one summer.”  

They said, “Giddadahere!” 
 

 Don’t get me wrong here now.  It was fun.  But it had nothing to do 

with the 35-question-in-12-minute-multiple-choice test.  And no one was 

picked to be on the show!  They said so themselves.  The test was taken.  

Some people were chosen based on unknown criteria for 30-second taped 

interviews.  A few of these would have their names placed in a “potential 

contestant” pool for an “indefinite” period of time and be notified of this by 

post card.  Bdeeah, bdeeah, bdeeah…That’s all Folks.  Hearing this after a 3 

hour wait has got me grinnin’ like a mule eatin’ briars.  I already had a half 

million dollar budget percolating in the back of my mind. 
 

Here are the minutes of the question and answer period after the test: 
 

“How many questions do you have to answer correctly to get picked?” 

 “We don’t know.” 

“What percentage of test-takers are chosen?” 

 “There isn’t a set percentage.” 
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“Are there quotas based on age, sex, race, etc.?” 

 “There are no quotas and no discrimination.” 

“How will we know who gets picked?” 

 Judges will grade the tests and we’ll announce the winners.” 

“Will we get our graded tests back?” 

 “No.” 

“Will we be told the correct answers?” 

 “No.” 

“How will we know how we did on the test?” 

 “You will either get picked or not.” 

“Can we come back at 2:00 or 6:00 and try again?” 

 “No.” 

“Can we go to the next city you will have tryouts at and try again?” 

 “Yes.” 

“Where is the next city you are going to?” 

 “We don’t know.” 
 

 As you can see, the Give-Me-A-Break-Regis factor here is real high.  

And that’s my penultimate answer.  Frankly, I’m a little miffed, but at least I 

got to see the Galleria morning rush hour on West Alabama and make up 

songs: 

 “Jeep, Beamer, Boxster, Miata, 

  Porsche, Yukon, Lexus, Escalade, 

  ‘Vette, Bentley, Cobra, Ferrari, 

  F-350 Diesel Dually.” 

  

 It is actually kind of rhythmic and it works well to music.   

 In the metrical index of tunes on page 1199 of the new red hymnal it 

would be under LM (Long Meter—88 88).  Go ahead, you can sing it to the 

tunes of : 

 “Just As I am Without One Plea,” 

 “Children of the Heavenly Father,” or 

 “Amazing Grace.” … /// ... 

  … /// …  Bergy’s Babble — “Millionaire Madness” 
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And then another stream of cars squirted by and I had to add the lines 

which metered it at 88 88 88: 

 “Firebird, Nissan, Ca-ma-a-a-a-ro, 

  Cadillac, P.T. Cruiser, and Vol-vo.” 

 Make these words a chorus to the previous verse and you have the 

Incantation of Jimbob, a hymn of praise to the diversity of the automobile 

industry.  It can now be sung to  

 “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name,” or my favorites, 

 “My Hope is Built On Nothing Less,” or 

 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.” 

 Too bad Jesus didn’t have the Incantation of Jabez in the Garden 

of Gethsemane, or maybe that’s not what he’s all about. 

 

 See you in worship,                            
  

 Bergy 

  … /// …  Bergy’s Babble — “Millionaire Madness” 

MAY - 2016 

Altar Flowers were donated by: 

01   The Lambeth family   

08   Nancy Beamesderfer 

15   Sharon Wagner   

22  The Lambeth family 

29   The Raschke family  

!
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MINUTES FOR COUNCIL MEETING 
 

APRIL 17, 2016 
 

Church Council meeting was called to order by President Ann Larson at 

11:33 a.m. on Sunday, April 17, 2016.  Pastor Berggren opened the 

meeting with a prayer.    
 

In attendance were:  Pastor Jim Berggren, Ann Larson, Bettie Baring, 

Jay Byerly, Karen Davidson, David Garwick, Julie Kilkenny, Bettye 

Raschke, Wayne Schaper, Warren Schick and Fredda Yurk. Pastor Jhon 

Arroyave and Ernesto Lopez did not attend.  
 

The minutes from the March Council meeting were unanimously ap-

proved and were submitted to Crossties and the Website for publication.  
 

The Treasurer’s report was presented by Wayne Schaper. Jay Byerly 

noted the higher 2016 contributions figure (January-March), and Wayne 

pointed out that a large contribution often received in the first quarter 

actually came later in 2015.  Mr. Schaper added that the church insur-

ance is due June 16th, which will be a large expenditure.  Mr. Schaper 

is researching with Pat Boessling (HCLC Endowment Committee) how 

to maximize the return on church funds, specifically the Janus Fund and 

the Memorial Fund.  Several of these gifts have restrictions placed on 

them by the donors and can only be invested in certain types of funds, 

some of which are not yielding high returns.  Council members voiced 

their support for this research. The Treasurer’s Report was unanimously 

approved as presented. 
 

Pastoral Staff Reports: 
 

Pr. Berggren congratulated and expressed thanks to the congregation for 

the success of the Easter programs this year. He noted the significant 

contributions by so many for the Lenten meals, Maundy Thursday     

service, Easter services and breakfast, special flowers, etc. He also 

thanked Bettye Raschke and Karen Yoder for leading the Saturday 

evening services while he was on vacation. He noted that the Saturday 

service now has a banjo player (Pete Yoder), in addition to the three 

guitar players (Bryan Kile, Joe Lambeth and Pastor Jim).  
… /// ... 
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… /// ... 

 … /// …  HCLC Council Meeting — April 17, 2016 

Pastor Berggren presided over the wedding of Brittany Byars and  

Andrew Mitchell this month.  There were two memorial services this 

month:  Jerri O’Neal and Stan Weiss.  Installation of Church Council 

and Committee Members took place on April 3 rd.    
 

Early Learning Center (ELC) Sunday was Apr il 10 th; the ELC   

students sang during the first service and joined the congregation for 

cake after the service.  The ELC will be getting two new teachers 

next year (Janet Winkler and Margaret Gehman are leaving).          

Pre-School graduation is May 27 th. 
 

AiM Karen Davidson has been approached by the Assisted Living 

Center where Dorsey Mae Alexander lives to begin a regular bible 

study class.  She is looking into the feasibility and scheduling possi-

bilities of this.  Adult Forum classes will resume with the study of the 

book Worship Matters. 

 

Old Business: 

Council discussed the possibility of spreading out the “opening up” 

duties at church before Sunday services, so that it is not such a     

burden for one person. David Garwick suggested we could check with 

the head ushers, since they arrive early.  Also suggested was a temple 

talk to see if there are a couple of people who would like to help out 

in this way. Wayne Schaper noted we must ask Gloria McGarvey 

whether she wants help on Sunday, and if so, what type.  It was 

stressed that written instructions would be necessary, especially if 

several people are involved.  
 

New Business: 

Ann Larson noted that Council needs to elect a Vice President. A mo-

tion was made by Julie Kilkenny and seconded by David Garwick 

that Warren Schick be the Council Vice President. The Council unan-

imously approved his nomination. 
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Bettye Raschke proposed that there be some sort of special recogni-

tion during the 9:30 a.m. service for the new ELC teachers (Lilian 

Corrigan and Maria Mandell) and for the twelve new families with-

out HCLC affiliation.  Perhaps we could create a brochure for first 

time ELC families. Pastor Berggren suggested a modified visitor 

packet.  Classes begin September 6 th, and the ELC Board will need to 

coordinate a date as soon as possible so everyone can set aside that 

Sunday.  It was duly motioned and seconded that there be a special 

recognition Sunday for ELC in the fall; motion passed.   
    

Warren Schick brought up problems with the Power Point presenta-

tion in the 9:30 a.m. service, as our technician has been arriving late 

and not notifying anyone of a problem.  Ann Larson will discuss this 

with Pastor Arroyave, who oversees this function, to see if there are 

any problems, including transportation, that we are not aware of, or 

if we need to seek a backup plan.  
 

Warren Schick also expressed concern about Ed and Anita Cooper, 

and whether there is anything HCLC can do to help around the 

house.  He will try to discern what items they might need help with 

and report back to Council.  
 

There was discussion of upcoming holidays and whether we would 

have any special recognition during the service:  Mothers’ Day (May 

8th), Memorial Day (May 30 th), Fathers’ Day (June 19 th), July 4 th 

(Sunday, July 3rd).  Julie Kilkenny will oversee giving out roses to 

the women of the congregation for Mothers’ Day.  
 

Wayne Schaper reported that the alarm system is not functioning 

properly.  Our current service is with Logos Security ($30. 00/month 

monitoring fee).  Per Logos the system is outdated and no parts are 

available.  A new system would cost $2,975.00.  Mr. Schaper is re-

searching wireless systems.  He confirmed with Council that we do 

want to continue with an alarm.   

 … /// …  HCLC Council Meeting — April 17, 2016 

… /// ... 
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Mr. Schaper also got a bid from ADT Security Service.  The installa-

tion of a new wireless alarm system would be $1801.28, with a 

monthly  service charge of $48.70 (3 year contract).     
 

A motion was made by David Garwick and seconded by Warren 

Schick to change to the ADT system, and approved by Council.   

Bettye Raschke asked that we also check into the outside keypad for 

the alarm system, as it seems very sensitive and may need replace-

ment. 
 

The next Council meeting will be May 22, 2016, at 11:30 a.m.  

Upon motion to adjourn, the meeting was closed with the Lord’s 

Prayer. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Julie Kilkenny, Secretary 

 … /// …  HCLC Council Meeting — April 17, 2016 

THE FRIENDSHIP CLUB  
 

John Wenger and Stan Crick will be hosting Friendship Club June 18, at the 

church. It will be pot luck with dessert being provided by John and Stan so 

everyone is asked to bring their favorite covered dish to share. Dinner will 

be served at 5:00 pm.  Hope to see you there. 

Nancy Beamesderfer 

Please continue to bring your extra calendars, greeting cards, note pads, etc. 

for the patients who are staying at Hospitality House in the Texas Medical 

Center.  They are very appreciated by the patients and their families. 
   

I will collect the donations and deliver them quarterly. There is a plastic 

container in the Fellowship Hall (Gym) labeled “Hospitality House”.   
 

Thank you for your continued help! 

HOSPITALITY 

Marilyn Flick 
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DATE 

 

 

1st READING 

 

 

PSALM 

 

 

2nd READING 

 

 

GOSPEL 

 

06/05/2016 

 

I Kings   

17:17-24 

 

 

30 

 
 

Galatians  

1:11-24 

 

 

Luke 7:11-17 

 

06/12/2016 
2 Samuel  

11:26—12:10,  

13-15 

 

 

32 

 

Galatians 

2:15-21 

 

 

Luke 7:36—8:3 

 

06/19/2016 

 

Isaiah  

65:1-9 

 

22:19-28 
 

Galatians 

3:23-29 

 

 

Luke 8-:26-39 

 

06/26/2016 
I Kings 

19:15-16, 19-21 

 

 

16 

 

Galatians  

5:1, 13-25 

 
 
 

 

Luke 9:51-62 

 READINGS, PSALMS & GOSPEL 
 

JUNE 2016 

 

Holy Cross members celebrating birthdays this month: 

01   Jo Rita Kaltwasser 

03   Hanne-Lore Sunder 

05   Doris Pannell 

06   Norma Berg 

       Charles Hess 

08   Rafael Alvarado 

16   Betty Larson 

       Priscilla Anthony 

  Christine Vásquez 

17   Mark Rose 

18   Bruce Jaster 

20   Florentina Araiza 

21   Pat Curran 

22   Fred Abrego 

24   Ann Crick 

26   Joseph Lambeth 

27   Noemy Maldonado 

28   Christopher Fisher 

       Jacoby Salas 

29   Joshua Berggren 

       Xavier Abrego 

30   Jennifer Crick  
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R E M E M B E R  I N  P R A Y E R  

AVERAGE ATTENDANCE  

APRIL 2016                           
 

 

English Sunday services:  100 
  

Spanish Sunday services :  88 

The homebound, disabled,  

long-term ill, and prolonged recovering.  

Ora Dell Dittmar 

Doris A. Drosche 

Doris Pannell 

Doris Polker 

Roselain Larson 
 

If you are not receiving HCLC Prayer        

Request emails and would like to,           

please contact Renee Allcorn at                 

allcornr@swbell.net 
   

or (713) 254-8638   
Note that Prayer Request emails               

are sent out daily, so if you are on the                          

email list and did not receive any email, 

please contact Renee. 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
  

If you have any questions call  

Wayne Schaper, Sr. at (713) 465-5206.  
 

APRIL 2016 
    

  Receipts      $ 22,373.00        

                  Expenses       38,937.52 

                  Balance      < 16,564.52> 
 

Operational receipts                                                         

  year to date received   ………..  $ 124,266.00          

Expenditures year to date  …….     155,123.99 

Balance                                    < $ 30,857.99 > 

You  may sign up for Altar Flowers                     

in the Narthex.  

Suggested donation is $50.00  

and $10.00 for a rose. 

CHURCH OFFICE 

HOURS 
 

 

Monday—Thursday 

8:30 am—4:30 pm 
 

Friday 

8:30 am—2:30 pm 

HOLY CROSS 

Lutheran Church  
  

E-MAIL address:  
 

hclc@holycross.us 

Ronald Burns 

Ed Cooper    

Regina Hernández 

Bruce Jaster 

Charlotte Jaster 

Madelyn Price 

Ursula Thurley 

Family & friends of 

Elsie Schulze and 

Sue Vogt upon the 

completion of their 

life’s mission. 

mailto:allcornr@swbell.net


12 

 

 

“Holy Cross Lutheran Church is a community of Christians  

gathered by God’s grace and reaching out through God’s love.” 

TELEPHONE EXTENSIONS 

100 
 

101 

Church Office  
Sussy Terry  
Office Manager & Events Coordinator 

103 Rev. Jim Berggren Senior Pastor 

104 Rev. Jhon J. Arroyave Hispanic Pastor 

105 Karen Davidson Associate In Ministry 

107 Financial Office 

108 Stephen Ministry Office 

109 Family Life Center 

110 Nursery 

111 Volunteer Office 

 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church  
in Spring Branch 
 

A Congregation of the  
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) 
 

7901 Westview Dr.  
Houston, Texas 77055  
 

Tel. (713) 686-8253  
Fax (713) 686-9095 
 

E-mail:    hclc@holycross.us 
 

Website:  www.holycross.us 

YOUR CHURCH STAFF 
 

† Rev. Jim Berggren  —  Senior Pastor 
 Email :  jlberggren@holycross.us 
 

† Rev. Jhon Jairo Arroyave — Hispanic Pastor 
  Email :  jhonyave@holycross.us 
  

† Karen Davidson — Associate in Ministry
 Email : aimked@gmail.com 

 

† Sussy Terry — Office Manager  
 Email : hclc@holycross.us 
 
 

WORSHIP MUSICIANS 
 

Cathy Elijah                   Music Director / Organist 

Jo Ann Meeker                                    Pianist 

Ann Crick                                     Pianist 
 
 
 

EARLY LEARNING CENTER  
 

ELC (713) 461-5535 
 

OFFICERS OF THE CONGREGATION 
 

Ann Larson                                   President 

Warren Schick                                  Vice-President 

Julie Kilkenny     Secretary   

Wayne Schaper, Sr.                                 Treasurer 

SATURDAY INFORMAL SERVICE 
 

6:00 p.m. — Atrium 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

English Service :  9:30 a.m. 

Sunday School :  11:00 - 11:45 a.m. 
 

Spanish Service:  11:00 a.m. 

Estudio Bíblico y Escuela Dominical 

12:00 noon 


